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If you have a partridge, I have a fi re.
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Directors’ Letter

Th e KLM mission is to eff ect change in underserved, 
rural communities by helping to improve access to 

higher education and social opportunities for talented young people 
from marginalized communities in the Mpumalanga province of South Africa. 

Dear Friends and Supporters:

As the KLM Foundation entered its fi fth year, the need for our programs has never been 
greater.  Th e educational opportunities for talented students in the rural areas of 
post-Apartheid South Africa remain bleak.  Th e majority of students never graduate from high 
school and even fewer qualify for university programs (see statistics on page 3).  In 2009, we 
took strides to strengthen and enhance our programs to ensure that KLM Scholars are given 
the resources necessary to succeed at one of the top secondary schools in South Africa.  Th is 
has included expanding the tutoring services available to Scholars and the implementation of 
evaluation tools to better measure the progress of students.

Th is past year, the KLM Foundation welcomed a young girl by the name of Innocentia 
Matsane into its scholarship and leadership development program.  As the 8th recipient of the 
KLM scholarship, Innocentia will receive fi nancial support to attend Uplands College through 
2015.  Innocentia is from a rural village called Nkanini, a town that lacks running water for 
most of its residents.  At Uplands she will get access to a wealth of resources that were not 
available in her rural school including a library and computer lab.  KLM gives students like 
Innocentia the opportunity to develop their leadership abilities through quality education, 
community service and practical experience. 

Driven by the belief that young people from disadvantaged backgrounds have the talent and 
determination to excel at an exceptional school like Uplands College, KLM will continue to 
identify students and give them access to the education they deserve.  Together, we are 
educating the next generation of South Africa’s leaders.  We are grateful for your support of 
KLM and for joining us in our work to build a stronger future for South Africa.

Sincerely,
Th e KLM Board of Directors



KLM addresses the disparities in rural South Africa:

Only 7 percent of public schools in the Mpumalanga Province have a library and only 5 percent 
have a computer lab.

Of those students in Mpumalanga who sit for the graduation exam, less than 50 percent pass 
the exam.  Th is is the second lowest rate of achievement of any province in 
South Africa.

Of the students who graduate, only 12 percent qualify for a four-year university.

For those students who enter a four-year university, the outlook is bleak: only 15 percent of 
enrolled South Africans will graduate.

What Uplands College off ers to KLM scholars:
All students have access to computers and libraries as well as a range of extracurricular 

activities including soccer, rugby, swimming, chess, debate club and orchestra.

In 2009, 96 percent of Uplands College seniors who took the graduation exam qualifi ed for a 
four-year university.

Education in South Africa
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The Journey

In Year Two,  
KLM Scholars are fully 

integrated into 
Uplands --  its 

curriculum and the 
day-to-day routine of room 

and board living.  To enhance 
their experiences, many of our Scholars 
participate in extracurricular 
activities, including sports, music 
classes and the debate club.  

Year One of the KLM Scholar’s Journey 
demands a tremendous amount of adjustment -- socially, 

fi nancially and academically.  In order to ensure that our 
Scholars have a strong foundation upon which to begin their 
journey at Uplands College, KLM has hired a Bridging 

Coordinator whose sole responsibility is to guide each 
Scholar’s transition.  Th is includes tutorials in various 
subjects and one-on-one meetings during the summer 
prior to and throughout their fi rst year at Uplands.
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The Journey

In Year Th ree, 
KLM Scholars design and implement a 
Home Investment Project (HIP).  HIP 
is a development project that provides 
each Scholar with a leadership 

opportunity in giving back to their home 
community.  Th is is integral to the KLM 

Foundation Program, building an ethic of 
service and entrepreneurship in all of our 

Scholars.
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In Years Four 
& Five, KLM Scholars 
prepare for a new journey in their aca-
demic career -- university.
To this end, Scholars study for a 
graduation exam, which they must pass in 
order to become eligible for enrollment at 
one of South Africa’s 
universities.  After 5 years of rigorous 
academic training and leadership 
development, it is our hope that all KLM 
Scholars will continue to a university and 
become South Africa’s future leaders. 



Joy Mashego was selected as the 2009 KLM scholar from a pool of over 100 students.  
Since starting at Uplands College, Joy has excelled academically.  She currently ranks in the top 20 students in 
her class and is on the school’s honor role.  Joy has achieved these results while becoming an active 
participant in the Uplands community, contributing to the school’s netball team and taking guitar lessons.

During her fi rst several years at Uplands, Joy will continue to receive additional academic support to 
compensate for some of the shortfalls at her previous rural school.  She currently receives weekly 
tutoring in English and math and has shown vast improvements in both areas.  Th ese 
academic supports are part of the KLM program and helps prepare the students to graduate 
from high school and qualify for a bachelor’s program.  

In the future, Joy hopes to attend college so she can become a scientist or start her own 
business.  Th ese are options that would most likely not have been possible for Joy before 
becoming a KLM scholar.  Joy’s father was killed in a car accident in 2003 and her mother 
passed away just three years later, leaving behind Joy and her sister.  As a KLM scholar, 
Joy has an opportunity to fi nish high school and become a leader and role model in her 
community.

KLM Scholars

Sibusiso Shube
2007

Gugu Nyathi
2007

Sizwe Lekhuleni
2008

Nhlanhla Thabethe
2008

Innocentia Matsane
2009

Sixteen year old Sandile Tshabalala has kept an action-packed 
schedule since the moment he arrived at Uplands College in 2007. Teachers and peers 
alike marvel at the energy, earnestness and commitment that Sandile brings to 
everything he sets his mind to, whether it is raising money and awareness for various 
social causes, hitting the books or the sports fi elds, or starting his own micro-business 
right on the Uplands College campus.

Sandile hails from a rural village 20 miles from Uplands College. He endured many 
challenges at an early age: Sandile lost his father, step-father, and younger sister. Despite 

this diffi  culty, Sandile channels his intelligence and passion into the things he cares about 
most: being an active community member, helping those in need, excelling in the classroom, and 

making the most of every day.

As he sets his sights on attending university, Sandile is studying history, geography and business. 
During school holidays, he has explored diff erent job and internship opportunities both in South 
Africa and in Mozambique. In 2008, Sandile traveled with Boy Scouts International to represent South 
Africa at an international scouting jamboree in the U.K. – an opportunity that Sandile sought out and, 
after being awarded the selection, raised money from local groups to subsidize his expenses. Sandile 
simply cannot be deterred from any dream or desire for his future. 
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     Financial Report

Statement of Revenues and Expenses

Revenues    2009  
Unrestricted Donations  $29,699 
In-Kind Services   $3,500 

TOTAL REVENUES   $33,169 

Expenses
Administrative Expenses  $1,161 
In-Kind Services   $3,500 
Grants     $28,997 

TOTAL EXPENSES   $33,658

Balance Sheet

Assets      2009 
Non-Current Assets
 Website Value    $0 
Current Assets
 Cash & Cash Equivalents  $5,980
TOTAL ASSETS    $5,980

Liabilities
Accounts Payable    $0 
Other Liabilities    $0 
TOTAL LIABILITIES   $0

NET ASSETS     $5,980 

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS         $5,980 

Revenue Sources   2009  
 US Individuals   89.4%  
 In-Kind Services  10.6%  
   

Expenditures   2009  
 Student Support  86.2%  
 Administration   3.4%  
 In-Kind Services   10.4%  

86.2%

3.4%

10.4%

EXPENSES

Student Support Administration In-Kind Services

89.4%

10.6%

REVENUES

Unrestricted Donations In-Kind Services



The KLM Difference

Rural Focus
KLM serves South Africa’s most rural communities - not cities, not towns, 

not townships, but rural villages and farm communities.

Selection Process
Our selection process ensures that our scholarship recipients are ‘the best 

and the brightest’.

Bridging Program
  Our four month bridging program helps rural students adapt quickly and 

effi ciently to the academic and social rigors of  
n to Uplands College.

Home Investment Project
In the students’ third year, they design and execute a 

development project in their home community, building an ethic of  service 
and entrepreneurship in all of  our students.

CONTACT INFORMATION
461 So. Bonita Ave.
Pasadena, CA 91107
626.372.0947
info@klm-foundation.org
www.klm-foundation.org

Bowen Hsu   Allison Howard   Sarah Oltmans   Carolyn O’Donnell   Catherine Kim     

Board of  Directors


